
 

 
Extreme Weather Plan 2025  
 
Background 
Daylesford Dharma School is listed on the Department of Education and Training (DET)  Bushfire 
At-Risk Register (BARR). This means we will preemptively close on days declared by fire 
authorities as being a Catastrophic fire danger rating. The School may also be closed on days 
declared an Extreme fire danger rating. 
 
Additionally, the School is located on the Great Dividing Range and subject to extreme weather 
patterns and changes. Of particular note are extreme wind events and fires.    
 
Catastrophic Fire Danger & Extreme Fire Danger rating days  
On days declared Catastrophic fire danger, the school will be closed.  
 
On days declared Extreme Fire Danger, the school may be preemptively closed.   
This may require a planned closure or change to school bus routes, out-of-school hours and 
off-site activities such as after school care, camps or excursions. 
The safety of students and staff is paramount and so we will cancel, reschedule or, if safe to do 
so, recall offsite activities affected by: 
 

•​ an Extreme fire danger risk warning 
•​ an active bushfire 
•​ any other actual or forecast extreme or catastrophic weather event such as high 
winds, flooding and storms.  

 
 

Closure of School due to declared Catastrophic or Extreme Fire Danger 
•​ The school will be closed on days declared Catastrophic fire danger risk by the Bureau of 

Meteorology (BOM) or DoE via Independent Schools Victoria. 
•​  Parents/carers will be notified as soon as possible in regard to school closure. All staff and 

contractors will also be notified. 
•​ When the school is closed, a sign will be placed at the school entrance and the school will 

remain locked. 
•​ Notices informing parents and visitors of this will be displayed around the school and 

communicated on Compass by administration. 
•​ Where possible, up to 3-days notice of a planned closure will be provided should the School 

be required to close due to a Catastrophic Fire danger risk. However, experience indicates 

that it is possible for a fire risk rating to be forecast at short notice. Parents and carers should 

expect that in some instances less than 3 days notice may be provided. 
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•​ When the School is preemptively closed in preparation for extreme weather events, NO 

staff or members of the School community or contractors will remain onsite OR are 

permitted on site during the closure.  
•   When the final decision to close is confirmed, this decision will not change– regardless of any 

changes in the weather forecast. This will help limit confusion and help families plan for how 
their children will be cared for when their school is closed.  

•     In all circumstances the school will notify parents/carers directly via Compass and SMS 
messages of any emergency changes to a school day or a planned offsite activity. 
 

Extreme Weather and Total Fire Ban days and Off-site activities  
The safety of students and staff is paramount and off-site activities will be cancelled, postponed 
or relocated if faced with an Extreme Fire risk, Extreme Weather risk, or Total Fire Ban 
declaration by VicEmergency or the BOM. 
 
Off-site activities include any activity undertaken by staff and/or students away from our normal 
school facility. This can include: 

•​ Camps 
•​ Excursions 
•​ Field trips 
•​ Sporting activities 
•​ Training or conferences for staff 
 

Extreme Weather and Total Fire Ban for Activity Changes procedure:  
 
Total Fire Ban Days declared by the CFA in their Fire Districts in both the Central and Northern 
Central regions and recorded on the VicEmergency app will result in the cancellation and 
postponement of the offsite activity or a whole school operations closure.  
 
As the Central Highlands is in a high wind and high rainfall area, Extreme Weather warnings 
issued by VicEmergency will also result in the cancellation and postponement of the offsite 
activity. It may result in the preemptive closure of the whole school after consultation and advice 
from the emergency services providers. The Daylesford CFA will be consulted when extreme 
weather conditions are forecast or advised and their recommendations will be followed.  
 
The Principal or Learning Manager will be responsible for making a decision and informing 
those concerned/affected. 
Staff and Families will be notified the evening prior to the activity or before 7.30am on the day 
of the activity, according to the most recent update from VicEmergency. 
On occasion, a late notification by VicEmergency may be notified after 7.30am and so we will 
act accordingly to cancel the day’s planned off-site activity or to call a preemptive school 
closure day.  
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As with a Catastrophic Fire risk or Extreme Fire risk alert, once a planned offsite activity or the 

schools whole operations are cancelled, we will not revoke this to proceed with the activity 
or reopening the school if the weather conditions change. This will minimise communication 
disruptions and streamline our emergency responses to be clear and predictable.  
It is possible that in some extreme weather circumstances, we will preemptively close the 
School to ensure the safety of our families and staff. The same notification procedure will 
apply.  
 

School bus transport  
●​ Bus routes passing through high-risk areas or routes operated by schools in high-risk 

locations will be closed on high-risk fire days. 

●​ A school bus route will be closed if it has to pass through an area affected by fire or an 

extreme weather event, even if the associated school is not affected by fire or the extreme 

weather event, and remains open. 

●​ The school will liaise with the Bus Coordinator at Daylesford Secondary College  (the regional 

bus coordination terminal), as to any changes or cancellation of services:   

Shannon, Daylesford Secondary College, 5348 2367. Bus Route Closures: 

www.education.vic.gov.au.  

●​ If a bus route is threatened by unexpected fire, the school will enact its local Emergency 

Management Plan (EMP). 

●​ Information on any changes to bus routes or cancellation of services will be provided by the  

school to parents as soon as is possible and practicable via the Compass platform and by text 

message by the Dharma School Bus Coordinator.  

 

Fire Response Key Actions 
●​ In an approaching bushfire and if emergency services advise it is potentially unsafe to 

evacuate, the entire school will assemble immediately in the onsite Shelter-In-Place at 
Building B and remain there until approved safe to evacuate.  

●​ In the event of a bushfire possible threat, the entire school will enact the Emergency 
Management Plan (EMP) and alert parents/carers via SMS to collect their children from 
the school for reunification and evacuate.  

●​ The school in consultation with emergency services if instructed to do so, may advise 
parents/carers to evacuate to the Bushfire Off-Site Safer Area evacuation point identified 
as Bridport Street Daylesford 3460, (at the east side bus shelter opposite the Daylesford 
CFA station), if it is unsafe to return to homes. 

●​ In the event of a grassfire, the school will not evacuate unless advised by emergency 
services.  The EMP will be enacted to assemble the whole school at the onsite 
Shelter-in-place at Building B.  
 

 

3 DDS-032 Extreme Weather Plan 2025 
90 Daylesford-Trentham Road Daylesford VIC 3460 

 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au


 

The EMP Evacuation procedure will be followed by operations control and the safe hand over of 
students only to their approved emergency contact or parent/carer. 
 
The Daylesford CFA have advised in the 2025 fire danger period,  that Building B to the North of 
the property is an excellent building for shelter in place in an emergency situation where 
evacuation is not safe. This building is constructed to BAL 12.5 standard and is protected by the 
firebreak of the road to its North and cropped farm land on its boundary. Additionally it is 
protected by our ornamental creek that increases its green protection, and this building is easily 
accessible to the Fire Hose reel located behind this building. All our buildings have the same BAL 
rating and so can be considered to shelter in place in an emergency. 

 
Extreme Wind Events 
On declared days of Extreme weather - wind, the school bus service will be cancelled and 
parents informed of their duty to provide their own transport to and from the school if they 
deem it is safe.  
Off-site activities will be cancelled or recalled.  
The School will operate under guidance from DoE via ISV communications and inform its 
community providing as much notice as possible. 
Outside play will be restricted to classroom activities.  
Any student access to the outdoors will be limited to being accompanied by a supervising adult.  
The Principal or their Delegate will be responsible for securing furniture, play equipment and 
clearing any items from the verandahs including retracting all blinds.   
 

Storms and Lightning Events 
During sudden storms or under threat of lightning, outdoor play will be restricted to classroom 
activities.  
Outdoor classes will be cancelled. 
Any necessary student access to the outdoors will be limited to being accompanied by a 
supervising adult.  
 

Storms and Flooding threats 
In significant storms with high rainfall and the possible threat of flooding, off-site activities will 
be cancelled or recalled.  
The School bus service will be cancelled and parents informed of their duty to provide their own 
transport to and from school if they deem it is safe to do so.  
The School will consider preemptive closures and family reunification through a timely school 
evacuation. This will be enacted through monitoring of the BoM site and at the Principal’s 
discretion to ensure community safety.  
By monitoring the BoM site, the School will enact its EMP to evacuate students from the school 
by notifying parents to collect their children prior to the threat of water level increases.  
 
Agencies referred to for information: 
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Daylesford CFA Captain: 0428 381 125 
Vic Emergency Hotline: 1800 226 226 

Visit www.emergency.vic.gov.au 

Road closure information: traffic.vicroads.vic.gov.au or call 13 11 70. 
Parks and forests closure: Visit parksweb.vic.gov.au or call 13 19 63.  
 
Linked Documents: 
DDS-DOC-001​Emergency Management Plan 
DDS-POL-32 Bushfire Preparedness Policy 
DDS-REG-007​ Evacuation Drill Register 
DDS-REG-009​ Bushfire Equipment Register 
DDS-REG-008​ Maintenance and Essential Services Register 
We Will Be Closed Posters 
Bushfire Closure Day templates for communications - Compass email, SMS, Email. 
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